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§ 20-2-690.1. Mandatory education for children between ages six and 16 

(a)  Mandatory attendance in a public school, private school, or home school program shall be required for children 

between their sixth and sixteenth birthdays. Such mandatory attendance shall not be required where the child has 

successfully completed all requirements for a high school diploma. 

(b)  Every parent, guardian, or other person residing within this state having control or charge of any child or children 

during the ages of mandatory attendance as required in subsection (a) of this Code section shall enroll and send such 

child or children to a public school, a private school, or a home study program that meets the requirements for a 

public school, a private school, or a home study program; and such child shall be responsible for enrolling in and 

attending a public school, a private school, or a home study program that meets the requirements for a public school, 

a private school, or a home study program under such penalty for noncompliance with this subsection as is provided 

in Chapter 11 of Title 15, unless the child's failure to enroll and attend is caused by the child's parent, guardian, or 

other person, in which case the parent, guardian, or other person alone shall be responsible; provided, however, that 

tests and physical exams for military service and the National Guard and such other approved absences shall be 

excused absences. The requirements of this subsection shall apply to a child during the ages of mandatory attendance 

as required in subsection (a) of this Code section who has been assigned by a local board of education or its delegate 

to attend an alternative public school program established by that local board of education, including an alternative 

public school program provided for in Code Section 20-2-154.1, regardless of whether such child has been suspended 

or expelled from another public school program by that local board of education or its delegate, and to the parent, 

guardian, or other person residing in this state who has control or charge of such child. Nothing in this Code section 

shall be construed to require a local board of education or its delegate to assign a child to attend an alternative public 

school program rather than suspending or expelling the child. 
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(c)  Any parent, guardian, or other person residing in this state who has control or charge of a child or children and 

who violates this Code section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction thereof, shall be subject to a fine 

of not less than $25.00 and not greater than $100.00, imprisonment not to exceed 30 days, community service, or 

any combination of such penalties, at the discretion of the court having jurisdiction. Each day's absence from school in 

violation of this part after the child's school system notifies the parent, guardian, or other person who has control or 

charge of a child of five unexcused days of absence for a child shall constitute a separate offense. After two 

reasonable attempts to notify the parent, guardian, or other person who has control or charge of a child of five 

unexcused days of absence without response, the school system shall send a notice to such parent, guardian, or other 

person by certified mail, return receipt requested, or first-class mail. Prior to any action to commence judicial 

proceedings to impose a penalty for violating this subsection on a parent, guardian, or other person residing in this 

state who has control or charge of a child or children, a school system shall send a notice to such parent, guardian, or 

other person by certified mail, return receipt requested. Public schools shall provide to the parent, guardian, or other 

person having control or charge of each child enrolled in public school a written summary of possible consequences 

and penalties for failing to comply with compulsory attendance under this Code section for children and their parents, 

guardians, or other persons having control or charge of children. The parent, guardian, or other person who has 

control or charge of a child or children shall sign a statement indicating receipt of such written statement of possible 

consequences and penalties; children who are age ten years or older by September 1 shall sign a statement indicating 

receipt of such written statement of possible consequences and penalties. After two reasonable attempts by the school 

to secure such signature or signatures, the school shall be considered to be in compliance with this subsection if it 

sends a copy of the statement, via certified mail, return receipt requested, or first-class mail, to such parent, 

guardian, or other person who has control or charge of a child or children. Public schools shall retain signed copies of 

statements through the end of the school year. 

(d)  Local school superintendents in the case of private schools, the Department of Education in the case of home 

study programs, and visiting teachers and attendance officers in the case of public schools shall have authority and it 

shall be their duty to file proceedings in court to enforce this subpart. The Department of Education shall coordinate 

with local school superintendents with respect to attendance records and notification for students in home study 

programs. 

(e)  An unemancipated minor who is older than the age of mandatory attendance as required in subsection (a) of this 

Code section who has not completed all requirements for a high school diploma who wishes to withdraw from school 

shall have the written permission of his or her parent or legal guardian prior to withdrawing. Prior to accepting such 

permission, the school principal or designee shall convene a conference with the child and parent or legal guardian 

within two school days of receiving notice of the intent of the child to withdraw from school. The principal or designee 

shall make a reasonable attempt to share with the student and parent or guardian the educational options available, 

including the opportunity to pursue a general educational development (GED) diploma and the consequences of not 

having earned a high school diploma, including lower lifetime earnings, fewer jobs for which the student will be 

qualified, and the inability to avail oneself of higher educational opportunities. Every local board of education shall 

adopt a policy on the process of voluntary withdrawal of unemancipated minors who are older than the mandatory 

attendance age. The policy shall be filed with the Department of Education no later than January 1, 2007. The 



Department of Education shall provide annually to all local school superintendents model forms for the parent or 

guardian signature requirement contained in this subsection and updated information from reliable sources relating to 

the consequences of withdrawing from school without completing all requirements for a high school diploma. Such 

form shall include information relating to the opportunity to pursue a general educational development (GED) diploma 

and the consequences of not having earned a high school diploma, including lower lifetime earnings, fewer jobs for 

which the student will be qualified, and the inability to avail oneself of higher educational opportunities. Each local 

school superintendent shall provide such forms and information to all of its principals of schools serving grades six 

through twelve for the principals to use during the required conference with the child and parent or legal guardian. 

 

History 

 

Ga. L. 1945, p. 343, §§ 1, 10; Ga. L. 1969, p. 682, § 1; Ga. L. 1971, p. 264, § 1; Code 1981, § 20-2-690; Ga. L. 1983, p. 3, § 16; Code 1981, § 20-2-

690.1, enacted by Ga. L. 1984, p. 1266, § 1; Ga. L. 2000, p. 618, § 62; Ga. L. 2000, p. 1159, § 2; Ga. L. 2004, p. 107, § 10; Ga. L. 2006, p. 851, § 

1/SB 413; Ga. L. 2012, p. 358, § 31/HB 706; Ga. L. 2012, p. 648, §§ 2, 3/HB 39. 
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§ 20-2-150. Eligibility for enrollment 

(a)  Except as otherwise provided by subsection (b) of this Code section, all children and youth who have attained the 

age of five years by September 1 shall be eligible for enrollment in the appropriate general education programs 

authorized in this part unless they attain the age of 20 by September 1 or they have received high school diplomas or 

the equivalent. This shall specifically include students who have reenrolled after dropping out and who are married, 

parents, or pregnant. Special education students shall also be eligible for enrollment in appropriate education 

programs through age 21 or until they receive high school or special education diplomas or the equivalent; provided, 
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however, they were enrolled during the preceding school year and had an approved Individualized Education Program 

(IEP) which indicated that a successive year of enrollment was needed. Other students who have not yet attained age 

21 by September 1 or received high school diplomas or the equivalent shall be eligible for enrollment in appropriate 

education programs, provided they have not dropped out of school for one quarter or more. Each local unit of 

administration shall have the authority to assign students who are married, parents, or pregnant or who have 

reenrolled after dropping out one quarter or more to programs of instruction within its regular daytime educational 

program, provided that a local unit of administration may develop and implement special programs of instruction 

limited to such students within the regular daytime educational program or, at the option of the student, in an 

alternative program beyond the regular daytime program; provided, further, that such programs of instruction are 

designed to enable such students to earn course credit toward receiving high school diplomas. These programs may 

include instruction in prenatal care and child care. Each local unit of administration shall have the authority to provide 

alternative programs beyond the regular daytime educational program. Unless otherwise provided by law, the State 

Board of Education shall have the authority to determine the eligibility of students for enrollment. It is declared to be 

the policy of this state that general and occupational education be integrated into a comprehensive educational 

program which will contribute to the total development of the individual. 

(b)  A child who was a legal resident of one or more other states or countries for a period of two years immediately 

prior to moving to this state and who was legally enrolled in a public kindergarten or first grade, or a kindergarten or 

first grade accredited by a state or regional association or the equivalent thereof, shall be eligible for enrollment in the 

appropriate general or special education programs authorized in this part if such child will attain the age of five for 

kindergarten or six for first grade by December 31 and is otherwise qualified. 

(c)  All children enrolled for 20 school days or more in the public schools of this state prior to their seventh birthday 

shall become subject to all of the provisions of this article, the provisions of Code Sections 20-2-690 through 20-2-

701, and the rules and regulations of the State Board of Education relating to compulsory school attendance even 

though they have not attained seven years of age. 

(d)  No child or youth shall be admitted to any public school of the state until the parent or guardian provides to the 

proper school authorities an official copy of that child's social security number which shall be incorporated into the 

official school records pertaining to that child or youth. Each local unit of administration shall establish and implement 

a plan for providing the public appropriate notice of the information required of every student under its jurisdiction 

prior to the beginning of each school year. School authorities may provisionally admit a child for whom an official 

social security number has not been provided if the parent or guardian completes a postage-paid application for a 

social security number at the time of enrollment. A parent or guardian who objects to the incorporation of the social 

security number into the school records of a child may have the requirement waived by signing a statement objecting 

to the requirement. 

(e)  A student whose parent or guardian is on active duty in the United States armed forces and has received official 

military orders to transfer into or within this state shall be eligible for enrollment, in the same manner and time as for 

students residing within the local school system, in the public school of the attendance zone in which he or she will be 

residing or in a public school authorized pursuant to Code Section 20-2-295, prior to physically establishing residency 

within the local school system, upon presentation of a copy of the official military orders to the local school system. 
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Code 1981, § 20-2-150, enacted by Ga. L. 1985, p. 1657, § 1; Ga. L. 1987, p. 1169, § 1; Ga. L. 1990, p. 1354, § 1; Ga. L. 1992, p. 2200, § 1; Ga. L. 

1993, p. 1279, § 12.1; Ga. L. 2012, p. 358, § 7/HB 706; Ga. L. 2019, p. 142, § 1/HB 59. 

 

 

OFFICIAL CODE OF GEORGIA ANNOTATED 

Copyright 2019 by The State of Georgia All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

I, _________________________, have received a copy of the Georgia Department of Education Attendance 

Laws (O.C.G.A. 20-2-690.1; O.C.G.A. 20-2-150) These laws have been reviewed with me and I fully understand 

my expectations as a parent/guardian of ________________________________.  

 

 

 

___________________________    __________________ 

Signature of Parent/Guardian                                                                           Date 

 

 

 

___________________________    ___________________ 

Signature of School Official/Title                                                                      Date  

 


